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WHAT IS GOD DOING AMONG THE MISKITO PEOPLE?

Clint sends his greetings from the Miskito Coast! Due to his
inability to access a computer or internet, we (his parents)
are attempting to piece together his life. There are many
gaps as we have such limited time speaking with him, but we
know he covets your prayers.

When Clint was home for Christmas, he left town four times
during that short month visiting friends, relatives and
supporters. He is always full of surprises! One morning, he
came downstairs announcing that he was flying to Phoenix
that day to purchase a school bus at a bus auction. We
were both amazed since we had never had an experience at
an auction; however he had done his research and had been
given pricing guidelines from Palmer Ministries.

He left late (as would not surprise anyone who knows Clint) and arrived in Phoenix, rented a car,
and searched for a hotel near the auction. That involved a late night phone call home to help
him with an internet search for a cheap hotel.

The next morning, sure enough, he purchased a bus for about ¥2 the amount authorized. Before
the day ended, he had managed to find cash to pay the taxes, get the registration and licensing
arranged, and headed for home just before rush hour. Purchasing a sleeping bag at Wal*Mart,
he announced the next morning that he had forgotten how cold it got in the desert at night! No
matter how concerned parents get, God is at worl

The next few days involved getting truck parts to fill the bus (there is no reason to ship an empty
bus), plus obtaining a Class B driverb6s |l icense.
and off they proceeded to drive cross-country.
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This last week has been tumultuous. We have been experiencing major striking, road blocks,
and rioting here in Puerto Cabezas for the last week. The problem is over upcoming elections
and unfulfilled promises by the central government. With three US partnership teams out in
villages and Viola stuck in Managua, it has been a logistical nightmare. Two of our teams ran
out of fuel for vehicles and cooking. Our vehicle that was to supply them could not pass the
roadblocks. While we are not targets of the unrest, we are certainly victims. The team from FBC
Groveland, FL was able to return from about 10 hours out on Thursday night. They arrived at the
road block at about 11:30. We were able to meet them with a truck on this side and they walked
across the barricade and were able to return safely to Puerto Cabezas, arriving at 2:00 am

Flights to and from the Capital were to resume on Friday morning. The Groveland team left on
the first flight. Viola returned on that same flight along with Sue and Roy Beard, short term
volunteer coordinators. As they were leaving the airport, a mob showed up demanding the
closure of the airport. The police closed the gate as Viola and the Beards left the airport. Over
the next couple of hours fighting broke out between two opposing group in front of the airport.
The problem continues to be the elections and unfulfilled promises by the central government.
One group wants to postpone the regional elections and the other is opposed to postponing the
elections. Two people were killed, dozens injured and two government cars were burned. The
city hall was ransacked. The police and the military stayed out of it.

Needless to say no more airline flights arrived or left.
Nor did we expect any the rest of the weekend. So o
the decision was made to try the get the two BRIt a oo
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12-14 hours drive. Rafa, our administrator, was able
to arrange for one of the buses that was stuck on the
other side barricades to take the 18 volunteers to
Managua. Jim left early to bring the two teams back
in. Bribing his way through several road blocks, Jim
was able to reach the team from the Kentucky Baptist
Convention and get them back through the road
blocks. The other team from North Carolina was
cutting lumber and was able to return just in time to
load on the bus to take both teams to Managua. The bus traveled all night and arrived at the
Managua airport just in time for them to catch their flights to the US. For them this was an
adventure and we are praising the Lord for protection and guidance.

On Saturday morning everything seemed to return to normal. Viola and Jim drove into town to
make some purchases and life appears to be calm. The local bank was open, as well as all the
stores. Saturday school classes were going on. The government has agreed to sit down and talk
with everyone. Not sure what the future holds, but for now things seem to be peaceful. The
airport opened back up at noon and flights were resumed as normal. A partnership team from
FBC Gardendale AL was able to arrive on the last fight ready for ministry.


http://www.miskitomissions.com/Home/tabid/36/EntryID/40/Default.aspx
http://www.miskitomissios.com/

While we certainly would not expose our partnership teams to danger, living and traveling in this
region has its risks. We tel]l fol ks all the tim
it.o0 We (the Baptist Mi s sspectadyon tha Adlante €dast. Akof ouwn an
vehicles have the Baptist Mission emblem on then and we seem to get preferential treatment
whenever there are barricades or police stops. We are usually waved on, once they see that it is

the Baptist Mission. The US embassy has called us several times over the last couple of days,

both to check on us and to ask our view of the situation. We responded with our non-political
assessment of the situation and the level of safely.

The last several days have been a true test in patience. Continue to pray for the situation:

1 Pray that peaceful minds will prevail and that no more violence will take place.

1 Pray that the partnership teams who have made a commitment to ministry will be able to
come and share Christ in the midst of hopelessness.

1 Pray that Jim and Viola will make wise decision regarding ministry, travel, and partnership
teams.

1 Pray for our pastors and church leaders in Puerto Cabezas, that they may be a calming
influence in the midst of a conflictive environment.

We are experiencing a major strike here in Puerto Cabezas and Waspam. No vehicles can leave
or enter the two towns. All school and institutions have been ordered to close. The airports in PC
and Waspam have been closed. It has to do with the up coming elections and unfulfilled
promises made by the government. So far it has been peaceful. Viola is trapped in Managua and
Jim in Puerto Cabezas. We have three US partnership teams that are on out in villages
ministering. We also have a group of Miskito pastors in a leadership training seminar in
Waspam. Pray that it will be settled peacefully and that Viola can get home, the pastors can
travel home, and the teams will be able to travel back to the US this weekend.

In the Miskito village of Singsin, 95% of the houses were completely destroyed by Hurricane
Felix in September, 2007. The Government committed to help rebuild, as well as other Non-
government Organizations. However, little has been done. The people have cleaned up as best
they can and rebuilt small shacks with scavenged lumber and plastic distributed by relief groups.
Six month latter there has been no rebuilding, only promises. The Miskito
Baptist Association and the IMB's Baptist Global Response Organization
made a promise to help the poorest of the poor. Singsin along with 15 otherji
villages chose the poorest and neediest of their communities, the widows,
the elderly, the sick, and abandoned mothers, people who could never
rebuild by themselves. US partnership teams are helping cut downed trees
into lumber and are helping the villages build houses for these families. A
volunteer group from of Texas, helped build a house in Singsin for a blind
women, who is raising five children, two who are not even hers. Once the ; .
house was finished, the blind I ad_‘l _,-!n a t
new house for the first time. Village leaders commented, "only the Baptists = = - .

have kept their promise to help us."




The demonstrations over the elections have calmed down for now. Flights resumed on Saturday
and the FBC Gardendale, AL partnership team arrived fine. Sunday we traveled (3 hours) out to
the Miskito village where they were working. We were allowed to cross the x-military road block
(remember this is a separate deal from the violence that occurred). | set the team up in the
village and returned this afternoon (Monday). The road block was lifted and it appears the
government is working a deal with the veterans. The team will return on Friday. The Gardendale
team is one of our most veteran teams and they been informed about the situation from the
beginning. We all know that Satan will use most anything to keep the kingdom from growing.

Thanks for your prayers and support Jim and Viola Palmer

Clint has reported new unrest in Managua with the airport shut down again due to high gas
prices. This is not a shock to anyone here in the U.S., but there is a greater impact in Honduras
and Nicaragua due to the remote nature of most of the villages and the import costs.

In April and May, Clint has been in Puerto Cabezas, to Puerto Limpera, Honduras, back to
Cabezas, to Managua, back to Cabezas, and again to Limpera. He has been preparing the
mission house for the new missionary couple, William, Amanda, and their new baby. We asked
if he has now been officially thrown out of
an office. He and Jim will continue to make frequent trips to check on the ministry and radio
station. Speaking with Clint last night, he was back in Honduras making repairs on the electricity
and water.

During his stay in Honduras, he traveled twice to La Ceiba with emergency phone calls home
needing assistance via Western Union! It is so very nice to know that we can help, even so very
far away.

Last week, Clint led a 17-man team to Rosita to repair and improve the mission house, dining
hall, and various other projects needed. This is a veteran team used to these remote villages;
however Clint said that he had to buy fans for these men since it was so very hot with no breeze.
It was a difficult project due to the logistics and difficulties finding supplies.

Dan (pictured with Clint by the bus) and Amanda Titus lived in Rosita for two years but returned
to the US to regroup and raise funds. Their intent is to move to Managua so that the children
can attend the International School which is recognized by US universities. Dan has been
learning the skill of fresh water well digging. This would be invaluable to the indigenous people,
especially after hurricanes. With funds and support, it looks as if this could become an ongoing
project since most villages have no access to fresh water. Clint is very interested in this project.

Clint said that airports have reopened and is leaving for Managua. He is constantly purchasing
supplies to keep the missions operational. Several weeks ago he was in search of rice, a staple
for these people. He also mentioned that the container ship arrived in Cabezas, but is tied up in

Acustoms. O The boat brought the truck parts

shipped. There is still no satisfactory solution for getting the bus from Florida to Cabezas.
There is some talk about Clint driving it all the way.

t

he

t



Clint & Kenny traveling to the house in Honduras. This is the truck that Clint and Dan completely
stripped down and rebuilt.



